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keep soldiers in order was to make them afraid.
Outside of the commission, too, there was much
opposition to the reform. Yorck, who later
commanded under Blucher and was one of his
bravest generals, could never forget that he him-
self was a nobleman and that the reformers
wished to take away his privileges: " If your Royal
Highness take away my rights and those of my
children," he once said to Prince William of
Prussia, "on what do your own rest?" Yorck
was jubilant when he heard that Stein had been
disgraced, and he spoke of Scharnhorst and his
adherents as a viper brood that would one day
dissolve in their own poison.

Scharnhorst was a quiet man but he was pos-
sessed of immense force and determination; and
he proceeded to get rid of those members of
the reorganisation commission who were out of
sympathy with its objects and to fill their places
with strong, progressive men. It was now that
Gneisenau was called in; there were also Grolman
of whom Niebuhr said in 1813:" Such a man I have
never yet seen; he would be the proper commander
for Germany;" Gotzen, who had done wonders
in organising defence in Silesia, and Boyen who
was eventually to succeed Scharnhorst as Minister
of War. The reorganisation committee became
so powerful a body that the King himself rarely
ventured to oppose its decisions.

Frederick William had been forced by his
latest convention with Napoleon to promise that